
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENGIE and farmers join forces to develop the 

biomethane sector in France 
 

Three partnerships were signed at this year's Paris International Agricultural Show between ENGIE and 

the FNSEA, the FNCUMA and the INRA, and a Call for Expressions of Interest with the Hauts-de-

France region was presented. The goal is to promote the development of biomethane, an energy of the 

future and a fully-fledged opportunity for farmers to diversify their income. 

 

The following partnerships were signed in the presence of François de Rugy,  Minister of State, minister 

of Ecological and Solidary Transition and Didier Guillaume, Minister for Food and Agriculture, Isabelle 

Kocher, ENGIE’s CEO, Christiane Lambert, president of the FNSEA (National Federation of Farmers' 

Unions), Luc Vermeulen, president of the FNCUMA (National Federation of Cooperatives of Use of 

Agricultural Equipment) and Philippe Mauguin, president of the INRA (The National Institute of 

Agricultural Research) :  

 

• The partnership between ENGIE and the FNSEA designed to implement common-interest 

initiatives for promoting the advantages of biomethane and other renewable energies (wind 

power, photovoltaic, etc.) for the agricultural sector. Within the framework of this partnership, 

a number of educational tools (communications kit, joint conferences, open days, etc.) will be 

developed and joint analyses conducted for the various sectors. 

 

• The partnership between ENGIE and the FNCUMA will promote the whole sector and 

encourage the development of methanisation and familiarise people with it. The purpose of 

these initiatives is to speed up the emergence of methanisation projects with farmers. 

 

• A framework partnership agreement between ENGIE and the INRA to encourage development 

of the biomethane sector. The partners will work on several research projects, including: the 

availability and identification of the best pools of biomass, the creation of economic and 

environmental value for the biomethane sector and its positive externalities. 

 

Isabelle Kocher, ENGIE’s CEO said: "I am delighted to be here at the Paris International Agricultural 

Show to promote biomethane, a key energy in France's future energy mix. We are planning to invest 

€800 million with our partners in these biomethane projects over the next five years in order to 

develop green gases in France. For ENGIE, this alliance with the agricultural sector is of strategic 

importance. Our vision is of a completely French biomethane sector, developed locally right in the 

heart of regions, by and for farmers". 
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Xavier Bertrand, President of the Hauts-de-France region and Didier Holleaux – ENGIE’s deputy CEO 

–  presented a Call for Expressions of Interest in order to develop methanisation projects in the Hauts-

de-France region. 

 

• Between ten and fifteen winners will be selected as part of the call for projects to help them in 

their development phase and enable them to get to the final investment decision. €2 million 

worth of funding will be made available. 

 

ENGIE operates along the entire value chain, from project development right up to sale to end 

customers and aims to produce 5 TWh/year of biomethane by 2030. The Group's aim is to industrialise 

the sector so as to reduce costs by around 30% by 2030 in France, and establish a place for itself in 

the energy mix. 

 

 

 

 

About ENGIE 
We are a global energy and services group, focused on three core activities: low-carbon power generation, mainly based on 

natural gas and renewable energy, global networks and customer solutions. Driven by our ambition to contribute to harmonious 

progress, we address major global challenges such as the fight against global warming, access to energy for all and mobility, 

and offer our residential customers, businesses and communities energy production solutions and services that reconcile 

individual and collective interests. 

Our integrated – low-carbon, high-performing and sustainable – offers are based on digital technologies. Beyond energy, they 

facilitate the development of new uses and promote new ways of living and working. Our ambition is conveyed by each of our 

150,000 employees in 70 countries. Together with our customers and partners, they form a community of imaginative builders 

who invent and build today solutions for tomorrow. 

  

2017 turnover: €65 billion. Listed in Paris and Brussels (ENGI), the Group is represented on the main financial (CAC 40, BEL 

20, Euro STOXX 50, STOXX Europe 600, MSCI Europe, Euronext 100, FTSE Eurotop 100, Euro STOXX Utilities, STOXX 

Europe 600 Utilities) and extra-financial indices (DJSI World, DJSI Europe and Euronext Vigeo Eiris - World 120, Eurozone 

120, Europe 120, France 20, CAC 40 Governance). To learn more: www.engie.com 
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ENGIE Group press contact: 

Tel. France: +33 (0)1 44 22 24 35 

Email: engiepress@engie.com 

 

Investor relations contact: 

Tel.: +33 (0)1 44 22 66 29 

Email: iir@engie.com  
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